
 

  

PRACTICAL TASKS 
Managing the Revision Process 

Regina Y. Favors, Online Lessons Developer, Favors Writing Center 
www.favorswritingcenter.com 

Managing for Use of Supporting Evidence 
This lesson module explores practical tasks for managing the revision process in first-year 

composition courses. It reviews feedback comments and revision considerations. The lesson 

focuses primarily on revising for use of supporting evidence within the second draft. It explores 

the development of logic and articulation within the composition paper. 
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Practical Tasks  

 

Overview 

 

The feedback comments within this lesson module fall under the second draft process for 

supporting evidence. Students often write without planning. Students may also write with some 

form of planning. However, it is hard to prepare for those areas of the paper that require 

additional planning and preparation.  

 

Understanding a literary work requires more than a skim of the passage. You must read the work 

for understanding. When an instructor writes “Logic,” this means that a sentence or a thought pr 

even a full paragraph needs further development, and this requires skill. The development of 

writing skill always requires further attention on the literary work, the writing strategy, and the 

adherence to the assignment. 

 

Revising a second draft will require returning to review the assignment sheet/instructions, 

reviewing the instructor’s feedback, and deciding when and what to delete to make the paper and 

the ideas within it effective. This lesson module is an extended discussion for revising supporting 

evidence.  

 

Consider “Logic and Articulation” as a feedback comment to help you hone your argument 

writing and logic development skills for the second draft.  

 

Learning Objectives 

By the end of this lesson, students will be able to do the following: 

• Review the second draft for issues with use of supporting evidence. 

• Review the second draft for issues with logic and expression. 

• Apply the instructor’s feedback 

• Design a revision plan. 

Feedback Comments 

 

The following represent feedback comments in this lesson module: 

• Logic and Articulation 
 

Tools You Will Need 

You will need your second draft. 

Instructor feedback 
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2.28. Logic and Articulation 
 

S. Morris Engel’s With Good Reason discusses the difference between inductive arguments and 

deductive arguments. Table 6 illustrates an example of the discussion, taken directly from his 

book. Let’s review the table before moving forward with the explanation of the comment. 

 

Table 6:  Example from the Chapter “The Nature and Scope of Logic,” S. Morris Engel 

Deductive Inductive 

 

All the beans in that bag are black. 

All these beans are from that bag. 

All these beans are therefore black. 

 

All these beans are from that bag. 

All these beans are black. 

All the beans in that bag are therefore black. 

 

 

Engel makes a distinction between both terms.   

 

An inductive argument has a conclusion that is based on probability that can never be certain.  

elements within the conclusion can have some truth to them, but the truth depends upon whether 

the probability is high or low (41). Engel states, “In inductive arguments, we assert in the 

conclusion a fact not itself contained in the premises” (41).  

 

In contrast, the conclusion of a deductive argument is reached by reasoning from general to 

specific. “[T]he premises in a deductive argument contain all of the information needed in order 

to reach a conclusion that follows with necessity” (Engel 41). In other words, in a deductive 

argument, we need the premises to match the conclusion because the conclusion is dependent 

upon the premises. However, in an inductive argument, we need the premises, but the conclusion 

is determined based upon likelihood. It is likely that all the beans in that bag are therefore black 

but not certain. 

 

This is a brief lesson on the nature of logic and reasoning. I am not a philosopher. I received a 

“C” in a course (“Symbolic Logic”) I took in junior college, and this was a pity grade. I did not 

understand anything about logic and philosophy then, and I do not understand anything about the 

two today. However, I do like the ideas Engel expresses within his book. Engel’s book is a 

valuable resource because he simplifies the information enough so that it is readable and 

understandable. If you struggle with philosophy, use this book as a good resource for breaking 

down the information. Now let’s return to our discussion. 

 

When you receive the comment “Logic,” the professor is referring to how you have reached a 

conclusion within a certain paragraph. You may start out attempting to argue a point by using a 

topic sentence as a method. Then you debate the subject by adding one or two more sentences. 
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However, somewhere within the analysis, without realizing it 

yourself, you may have moved from what started out as deductive 

reasoning to inductive reasoning, or the logic may altogether not 

reflect logical thinking (step-by-step). Let’s read the following 

sample excerpt. Notice the first set of underlined sentences. They 

represent the conclusion. 

 

 

Sample Excerpt 

 

The role of Burch within the novel, as a revealer of truth, 

contradicts Faulkner’s construction of Christmas. As creator-

narrator, Faulkner uses Burch to classify Christmas, to reveal his 

racial heredity. But just as Faulkner creates Joe, he creates Burch.  

So, if he is able to have Burch classify Christmas, then shouldn’t 

Christmas be able to classify himself?  And shouldn’t Faulkner also 

be able to classify his character without Burch as a way of bringing 

certainty to Christmas’s life? These contradictions represent a 

double consciousness in Faulkner that illustrates his inability to 

reconcile the nature of his character, Joe Christmas, with that of the 

nature of society, to include his perspective. In this instance, 

Faulkner’s double consciousness is a weakness because it involves a 

dual depiction of Christmas’s struggle with identity and the other 

members’ preservation of social norms. 
Figure 27: Essay Excerpt on Burch, Light in August 

 

 

What can you deduce from reading just the first set of sentences?  

Before we analyze the paragraph, let’s first place it within a table to 

determine its premises and what type of conclusion(s) it has. 

 

Questions 

1) What truth or truths does 

Burch reveal? 

2) Can a person classify 

himself or herself, or are 

classifications by society 

projected onto people?  

3) What are these 

contradictions? 

Just because Christmas 

doesn’t know who he is, but 

Burch knows Christmas’s 

heritage, doesn’t mean that 

these are contradictions. This 

is irony. Each person sees 

himself or herself differently. 

This entails perception, self 

and social.  

4) Now what is the impact of 

double consciousness on this 

assumption? 
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Table 7:  Exercise in Deductive/Inductive Reasoning, Light in August 

 

Premise 

 

The role of Burch within the novel, as a revealer of truth, contradicts 

Faulkner’s construction of Christmas. 

 

Premise 

 

As creator-narrator, Faulkner uses Burch to classify Christmas, to reveal 

his racial heredity. 

 

Conclusion 

 

But just as Faulkner creates Joe, he creates Burch. 

 

Conclusion 

 

So, if he is able to have Burch classify Christmas, then shouldn’t Christmas 

be able to classify himself? 

 

Conclusion 

 

And shouldn’t Faulkner also be able to classify his character without Burch 

as a way of bringing certainty to Christmas’s life? 

 

 

The paragraph begins with a debatable argument, a topic sentence (first premise) that causes us 

to think more about the subject. The second sentence is an extended example, a move from the 

general to the specific. The connection between these two sentences causes us to believe that we 

are moving toward a deductive argument.  

 

However, in the first conclusion, this is where we switch to an inductive argument. The last two 

conclusions confirm our assumption here. The sentences of Table 7 represent an inductive 

argument, one where the conclusion is likely to follow from its premises but not always.  

 

Whereas in deductive arguments the conclusion can be valid or invalid, in an inductive 

argument, the conclusion can be classified as either good or bad, strong or weak (Engel 41).  

 

In Table 7, the conclusion, in its connection to at least the first premise, is weak because in the 

premise Burch is a revealer of truth; however, in the conclusion, Burch is disregarded for 

Christmas. One does not have anything to do with the other. It is likely that from the premise that 

Burch does not always have to be the revealer of truth and that Christmas will become more self-

aware and classify himself. However, it is not for certain either man will.  

 

Now let’s add the rest of the paragraph to the table. 
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Table 8:  Deductive Reasoning for the Last Conclusion (Essay), Light in August 

 

1.  Premise 

 

The role of Burch within the novel, as a revealer of truth, contradicts 

Faulkner’s construction of Christmas. 

 

2.  Premise 

 

 

As creator-narrator, Faulkner uses Burch to classify Christmas, to 

reveal his racial heredity. 

  

 

3.  Conclusion 

 

But just as Faulkner creates Joe, he creates Burch. 

 

4.  Conclusion 

 

So, if he is able to have Burch classify Christmas, then shouldn’t 

Christmas be able to classify himself? 

 

5.  Conclusion 

 

And shouldn’t Faulkner also be able to classify his character without 

Burch as a way of bringing certainty to Christmas’s life? 

 

6.  Conclusion 

 

These contradictions represent a double consciousness in Faulkner 

that illustrates his inability to reconcile the nature of his character, Joe 

Christmas, with that of the nature of society, to include his 

perspective. 

 

7.  Conclusion 

 

In this instance, Faulkner’s double consciousness is a weakness 

because it involves a dual depiction of Christmas’s struggle with 

identity and the other members’ preservation of social norms. 

 

 

The last two conclusions represent the end of what should be a deductive argument, but the 

reason why this paragraph is not a deductive argument is because of the first three conclusions.   

 

If we remove the first three conclusions, then we will have a deductive argument. We will have 

conclusions that are dependent upon their premises (i.e., according to Engel, conclusions that 

follow from its premises).  

 

Let’s remove them. 
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Table 9:  Constructing a Deductive Argument, Light in August 

 

1.  Premise 

 

The role of Burch within the novel, as a revealer of truth, contradicts 

Faulkner’s construction of Christmas. 

 

2.  Premise 

 

 

As creator-narrator, Faulkner uses Burch to classify Christmas, to 

reveal his racial heredity. 

  

 

3.  Conclusion 

 

These contradictions represent a double consciousness in Faulkner 

that illustrates his inability to reconcile the nature of his character, Joe 

Christmas, with that of the nature of society, to include his 

perspective. 

 

4.  Conclusion 

 

In this instance, Faulkner’s double consciousness is a weakness 

because it involves a dual depiction of Christmas’s struggle with 

identity and the other members’ preservation of social norms. 

 

 

As you now see that in removing the first three conclusions, we do not have any real example to 

which to refer. We need textual evidence of a relevant example to make sure that “These 

contradictions” refers to something specific.  

 

Any example within Faulkner’s work that reflects Christmas’s self-perception and what Burch 

perceives will be sufficient to make our case here. It is not necessary to go into detail and add the 

example here because within Faulkner’s novel you can easily find any example of “perceptions” 

of Christmas, what characters say about his mulatto skin, and the racial epithets the townspeople 

use to refer to him in contrast to “what” Christmas considers himself to be. 

 

 

Revision Considerations 

 

When your professor writes “Logic” in the margins of your papers, he or she wants you to think 

more deductively versus inductively. Sentences after the first topic sentence that relate to the 

topic sentence and represent expanded, specific sentences are examples of deductive reasoning.  

 

The conclusion must follow from the premises. What you say after the first topic sentence—and 

in some cases an extended topic sentence—must correspond to the topic sentence in sense and 

meaning. In this case, anything after the topic sentence represents examples; these examples 

transition into elevated statements that reflect an observer’s view.  

 

For example, as the writer, when you say that “John’s behavior reflects his inability to function 

in the real world” or “In this instance, Faulkner’s double consciousness is a weakness . . .” these 

are elevated statements.  
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Elevated statements reflect a “bird’s-eye view” of what is happening in the literary works. In 

essence, make sure that your paragraphs reflect deductive reasoning. In other words, move from 

general to specific and for whatever you conclude at the end of a paragraph, the conclusion must 

correlate to what you have written or used as a topic sentence as well as to all the middle (of the 

paragraph) elements. 
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Social Media 

 

You can find our products on the following social media sites. Thank you for visiting our sites. 
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www.reginayfavors.com 

www.favorscompositionlectures.com 

http://www.howdoyoulearnresearchproject.com 

 

Social Media 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/ryfavors/ 

Twitter: https://twitter.com/reginayfavors 

Linktree: https://linktr.ee/reginayfavors 

Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/reginayfavors/ 

 

YouTube Channels 

Regina Y. Favors Channel 

Favors Film Analysis Channel 

Favors English Lectures Channel 
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