
 

  

PRACTICAL TASKS 
Managing the Revision Process for the Second Draft 

Regina Y. Favors, Online Lessons Developer, Favors Writing Center 
www.favorswritingcenter.com 

Managing for Use of Supporting Evidence 
This lesson module explores practical tasks for managing the revision process in first-year 

composition courses. It reviews feedback comments and revision considerations. The lesson 

focuses primarily on revising for use of supporting evidence within the second draft. 
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Practical Tasks  
 

Overview 

 

The feedback comments within this lesson module fall under the second draft process for 

supporting evidence. Students often write without planning. Students may also write with some 

form of planning. However, it is hard to prepare for those areas of the paper that require 

additional planning and preparation.  

 

Understanding a literary work requires more than a skim of the passage. You must read the work 

for understanding. When an instructor writes “Clarify,” this means that a sentence or a thought 

needs further development, and this requires skill. The development of writing skill always 

requires further attention on the literary work, the writing strategy, and the adherence to the 

assignment. 

 

Revising a second draft will require returning to review the assignment sheet/instructions, 

reviewing the instructor’s feedback, and deciding when and what to delete to make the paper and 

the ideas within it effective. This lesson module is an extended discussion for revising supporting 

evidence.  

 

Learning Objectives 

By the end of this lesson, students will be able to do the following: 

• Review the second draft for issues with use of supporting evidence. 

• Apply the instructor’s feedback 

• Design a revision plan. 

Feedback Comments 

 

The following represent feedback comments in this lesson module: 

• Clarify 

• Lacks Clarity 

• Lacks Clear Continuity; Lacks Coherence 

• Lacks Organization 

• Lacks Supporting Evidence 
 

Tools You Will Need 

You will need your second draft. 
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2.14. Clarify 
 

Take a dirty, see-through, with no special colorings or design, glass from your sink and fill it up 

with water. It does not matter if the water is cold or hot. Place the glass on a counter on your 

living room or kitchen table. Take a seat in a chair. Try to see anything in the house through the 

glass. Is what you see (i.e., the television or a person) clear? Now look around the house or your 

room. You can see clearly, right?   

 

A paper filled with gaps, shakable evidence, and sloppy content represents a glass with dirty 

water and impurities.  

 

A paper that is solid, organized, structurally sound, with credible and verifiable evidence 

represents a paper that is clear.  

 

When your professor writes “Clarify” near a section, this comment means that he cannot see 

through to your ideas because of the jumbled writing and confusing words. All these issues with 

your paper represent a stumbling block, a hindrance to the process for the professor.  

 

Clarify your ideas means clarify what you are trying to convey within your writing. Ask yourself 

this: What do I want to say exactly? Then just write what you think. During the revision part of 

your writing, you can format and restructure the sentence so that it fits formally into the 

academic essay.  
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2.17. Lacks Clarity 
 

The comment “Lacks Clarity” means you need to define your ideas.  

 

Before painting a wooden chest or anything wooden, a carpenter sands the wood further to define 

its sides and edges, in addition to making it distinguishable in quality. When a carpenter finishes 

the sanding process, the result reflects smooth edges, no roughness or projections easily seen or 

felt. When moving the hand against the grain of the wood, there is no difficulty or obstacle 

preventing the process, and the smoothness is pleasing to the touch, ready for the application of 

paint or finisher.    

 

A paper that needs more definition in general or applied to a particular area is like wood that 

needs sanding before the application of a finisher or paint. When you define the edges of a paper, 

you make sure to place proper transitions between body paragraphs and prepare the reader for 

upcoming supporting evidence. Your ideas should not hinder the reader from moving forward in 

the process.  

When you do not expand upon details or add specifics concerning an example, this hinders the 

learning process for the reader. In other words, anything that sticks out and is not answered at the 

same time is a hindrance to the reader. The presence of grammar mistakes and errors hinders the 

process for the reader. These are the edges of the paper that require more sanding.  

As one solution to this problem, spend sufficient time defining your perspectives. Evaluate every 

statement you make within the paper. Your statements represent all the ideas and sentences that 

are not from the author. In other words, highlight every sentence that is yours and yours alone. 

Test the sentence to determine if you have answered all the implied questions: who, what, where, 

why, when, how, and in what way.  

In addition, define concepts, connect ideas, make the theme/thesis distinguishable throughout the 

paper, and ensure the process is enjoyable for the reader. Do not leave the reader guessing about 

your viewpoints. Tell the reader exactly what you are thinking and why your thoughts relate to 

the subject you are discussing. Set clear boundaries. The reader will not know the meanings of a 

word that you define as “key.” Make certain that your paper is distinct in quality.  

In the following sample excerpt, the student makes general assumptions. The paper overall lacks 

clarity. Let’s read. 

 

Sample Excerpt 

De Quincey eagerly acquaints the Malay as oriental. Since they are all somewhat from the same 

Asian country, he categorizes or equates the two.  To bring more focus, a brief example is 

needed. Most races feel that it is beneath them to be categorized as one.  Puerto Ricans, 

Mexicans, and Cubans are categorized as coming from Latin America or primarily Hispanic. 

When approached and categorized in a way that insults, they easily take the defensive.  This is 

what De Quincey has done. He has taken an individual from Asian descent, or for better words, 
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equated the idea that because he looks like he’s Asian, then he must be of Asian descent, 

following that he must be of Oriental descent.  That’s why he refers to the Malay as the “Oriental 

One” (451).   

Figure 25: Essay Excerpt on “Confessions of an English Opium-Eater,” Thomas De Quincey 

 

Questions 

 

Refer to the previous excerpt. Consider the following questions as key to the discussion.  

 

1) De Quincey categorizes what or who?  

2) He equates what with what?  

3) Who categorizes this group of people? By what method?  

4) Where are the statistics? 

5) How do we know this group of people is insulted by a general categorization? 

6) Where is the evidence within the context of the literary work? 

7) Is De Quincey guilty of categorization?      

8) Is he just guilty of social conditioning, of looking at someone in the same eyes in which 

society looks at that person? 

 

These questions should guide revision considerations. 

 

 

Revision Considerations  

 

The absolute best method for clarifying your ideas is to spend time with your subject.  

 

Develop a relationship with your subject in the same way that you develop a relationship with a 

physical person. For example, when you are in a relationship, you purpose in your heart to get to 

know everything about the person, the good and the bad. You figure out the commonalities and 

the differences between the two of you and how you might potentially function as a couple.  

 

Therefore, this same ideology applies to the relationship you should have with your paper. Know 

your subject matter. Learn the business of your subject matter. Involve yourself. Be nosey with 

your subject. Figure out your subject.  

 

Figuratively, do not leave the relationship until you absolutely know about your subject’s ways 

and mannerisms. 
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2.20. Lacks Clear Continuity; Lacks Coherence 
 

Think about your favorite movie. What scenes do you like the most? Who is your favorite 

character? When is the best time, do you think, to see this movie? Where is the best place? Is the 

best place at your house or at a movie theater?  

 

Now think about the experience you have had watching your favorite movie in a theater or on 

regular television (and cable). Think about the experience between the two. In a movie theater or 

on cable your experience is uninterrupted. You see all the scenes and there aren’t any 

commercials to prevent you from hearing everything your favorite character says. In other 

words, you do not feel cut off from the action.   

 

However, when watching your favorite movie on regular television, just when an action or 

relationship gets hot and heavy, or just when the fight is about to start, the movie goes to 

commercial. Here you feel cut off, so to speak. The blood that rises during the climax falls right 

back down when the commercial interrupts your experience. Depending upon how much you 

really like the movie and what station the movie is on, you endure the commercials, but there are 

times when you exclaim aloud, “Just forget it!” and walk out the door to do something else. 

 

Believe it or not, your professor feels the same way when reading your paper.   

 

When you receive the comment “Lacks Clear Continuity” or “Lacks Coherence,” your paper 

does not stick together. The ideas do not coordinate well. There is no correlation between your 

ideas and the ideas you present from others. Something prevents your professor from reading it 

continuously. Similar to a commercial, an idea that you have not explained jumps off the page 

and interrupts the experience for the professor.   

 

In addition, you do not connect one idea to another within your analysis. Because your professor 

must read so many papers, it is important to examine each of your paragraphs to determine 

where you can possibly add more detail. Do not leave your professor feeling left out of the 

conversation between you and the author’s ideas. Equip your professor with the ability to feel 

empowered through the knowledge you present in your paper.  

 

In the following sample excerpt, the student addresses the concept of “miscegenation” but fails 

to examine its significance and its link between characters within Faulkner’s novel. Let’s read 

the excerpt. 
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Sample Excerpt 

 

Secondly, Christmas doesn’t represent, physically, the image of a 

typical Negro in southern society.  He epitomizes the burden of 

miscegenation, because it is a problem that affects the histories of 

characters within the novel (and within all the novels being 

discussed).  It complicates the stories and Christmas’s history.  

Every time he tells someone that he is part Negro, specifically in 

speaking to Joanna Burden, when they ask him if he is certain, he 

says in reply, “ ‘I don’t know it” (Light 240).  On the other hand, 

miscegenation also plays a significant function in Faulkner’s 

narratives in that it illustrates the possibilities in reconciling and 

repairing the division between black and white citizens. It is, in fact, 

the cause-effect of a contradiction that is present within the south.  

“Southern society typically and publicly abhors racial mergings 

through integration, cohabitation, or miscegenation. Yet Faulkner’s 

narratives repeatedly present a world in which blacks and whites 

eat, live, and often sleep together despite Jim Crow laws and spoken 

categories of racial differentiation” (Snead 156). The contradiction 

lies in the narrative depiction of socially marginalized individuals, 

but also in the harmonic nature of the interpersonal relationships 

implicit within these lines.  Faulkner paints a two-sided coin.  In 

one instance, he depicts the social constraints invoked by 

segregation. In another, he demonstrates the possibility of repairing 

continuity to communities, which works against his (the) role of a 

social genealogist.  Is Faulkner uncertain about the construction of 

his characters?  No, because each character still fits within a certain 

framework, in a social position.   
Figure 26: Essay Excerpt on Christmas, Light in August  

 

 

As you can see the student merely writes about the presence of 

miscegenation in Faulkner’s south from a general position and 

brushes over the subject without providing and defining links, be it 

social and/or racial. 

 

 

Revision Considerations  

 

Always define literary concepts specific to the context the author 

provides within the literary work. In addition, use a literary 

dictionary of terms for more help with understanding context and 

how the concept is perceived and explored within literary criticism.  

Questions 

1) What is miscegenation?  

 

 

2) Does Faulkner use 

miscegenation as a method 

or way of bringing two 

different social groups 

together? 

 

 

3) Why does Christmas say, 

“I don’t know it?”  

 

 

4) Does Christmas deny or 

agree with the fact that he is 

a product of miscegenation? 

 

 

5) If miscegenation affects 

the histories of characters 

within the novel, then how 

does miscegenation function 

as a bridge that closes the 

gap between the black and 

white citizens of the novel? 

 

 

6) Isn’t Christmas supposed 

to know his heritage?  

 

 

7) If he doesn’t, then on 

what does he base his lack of 

knowledge? 
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2.25. Lacks Organization 
 

A business plan establishes not only the idea and purpose for which a company will exist, but 

also it serves as a blueprint for the structure and organization of the company. The company 

must have a primary administration that places the CEO as the person in charge and secondary 

leadership directly under this authority figure. The company must also develop a hierarchy that 

allows room for middle management and supervisors of various departments and people. Any 

future business leader must have a vision and must employ a mission statement. If the person in 

charge does not know where he or she is going or how he or she will carry out business daily, 

then the business will fail. In essence, an organized company makes everyone accountable for his 

or her actions.   

 

A paper that lacks organization reflects the writer’s disregard for good planning. Everyone is 

able and capable of developing an outline. Where you lack knowledge and/or capacity in certain 

areas, the library stocks reference information on how to write a business plan and/or on how to 

construct an outline.  

 

I use “disregard” purposely here because when you know that you are capable, when you know 

there are tools that exist to help you, and when you know that something will be in your best 

interest to do, and you do not do it, then you disregard the thing that deserves priority. You do 

not give it importance. 

 

A person who does not “crunch the numbers” before starting and opening the doors of the 

business is a person who believes that all he or she needs is “know how” and “energy.” It takes 

much more than know how and energy to sustain the business. Anyone can get a license, create a 

name, make flyers, advertise, have keys made, paint, bring in furniture, change things around, 

hire people, and call himself or herself a business owner.  However, if this same person does not 

know what is coming in and what is going out, which is the heart of the business, then the 

business will soon fail.   

 

Similarly, a student who does not first sit down to gather his or her thoughts in order to 

determine the best approach to the text and to the paper will have problems organizing the 

information. This is where students disable themselves. Similar to a CEO who has not developed 

a blueprint for his business, and fails because of lack of organization, students who have not 

developed an organization plan (outline) lose the power to control the thoughts and the ideas that 

confront them. They have not established where they stand. All that is before them are what the 

authors say.  

 

In essence, it is important for you as students to “crunch the numbers,” to sit down and figure out 

a strategy, to know beforehand where you stand on the subject matter, and to develop a method 

by which to incorporate your ideology, as primary, and the ideologies of others, as secondary.  

 

Without a plan, you cannot measure success. 
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2.26. Lacks Supporting Evidence 

 
A teacher stands before you representing an accumulation of many qualities. A teacher has 

fulfilled the requirements to teach, which include earning an undergraduate degree, obtaining the 

proper credentials to teach at a certain grade and/or academic level, experiencing the world of 

teaching through volunteering, gaining practical experience, and continuing to study everyday 

people to be prepared for each class. A teacher must study the world and its inhabitants to bring 

the world into the classroom. The teacher never stands fully unprepared. Even if the teacher 

decides not to teach from a prepared lesson, he or she will always remain prepared to teach 

because it is out of duty and passion.  

The previous paragraph represents a meaningless discussion, speculation on the role of a teacher. 

The paragraph is not italicized because I want you to believe that it is, in fact, a paragraph that 

starts out as an introduction to the comment. I think you are smart enough and confident enough 

to understand my perspectives. You do not need a lot of information to know how important the 

role of a teacher is. You have a teacher, and you have had many teachers. You know what 

teachers look like. You know what teachers sound like. Every teacher is just about the same. 

Teachers always come to class with their homework. They sometimes come to class with their 

purposes. Either way, teachers love to teach. 

 

The immediate paragraph above represents an irrelevant tangent. 

 

The first two paragraphs of this comment read similarly to two people talking in conversation 

rather than a logical, analyzed discussion on the nature of a teacher. In both paragraphs there is 

not one single piece of evidence to support any of the statements. The first paragraph’s second 

sentence brushes over the requirements that teachers must meet to teach.  

 

• What are the actual requirements? 

• What is a teacher’s major?  

• What are the proper credentials?  

• Where do teachers volunteer?  

• How does a teacher study the world and its inhabitants?  

• How is a teacher never fully unprepared?  

• Why doesn’t a teacher teach from a prepared lesson?  

 

In other words, where is the support for the above statements of the two paragraphs?  

 

When your papers lack supporting evidence, your essay becomes meaningless speculation, and 

you waver between assumptions, digressions, and irrelevant tangents. You have undoubtedly 

heard these comments from your professors: “Your ideas are too general” and “You don’t bring 

in specifics.” These comments mean that your ideas appear as unsupported assumptions. In other 

words, nothing appears credible and/or verifiable. The reader does not really know how to 

receive your ideas or what to do with them. There is no challenge from the writer to the reader to 

research the subject matter. Until you can support what you have written as a prevailing thought, 
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the professor does not know if there is any truth to your ideas or if they are just mere 

assumptions subject to debate.    

 

Therefore, you must equip statements within your papers with enough power to call your reader 

into action: power in terms of  

 

1) directing the reader to a source,  

2) informing the reader about statistical data,  

3) helping the reader add to his or her personal vocabulary by defining words shaped by ideas,  

4) defining concepts and their relationship to your overall thesis, and 

5) demonstrating to your reader that your ideas are novel.  

 

In essence, never leave your reader in the dark, alone, without your guidance. When you have 

read the text and have begun the writing process, be prepared to do or be aware of three things: 

know what the text implies/represents, demonstrate its significance, and teach the meaning of the 

text to others. These ideas are defined further below. 

 

1.  Know exactly what the central theme of the text is.  

 

Do not assume. Do not project anything onto the text that does not belong to it. Do not add an 

adjective or an adverb. Do not say, “All dogs are very nice” when the author of the text clearly 

states in the first paragraph, “All dogs are nice.” Respect the author’s purpose by not getting 

sidetracked on your own ideas about the subject matter. You reflect your own ideas at the 

beginning by establishing a thesis. Therefore, make certain that when you are outlining and 

discussing the author’s perspectives you stay true to the original intention of the author.   

 

2.  Demonstrate the text’s significance or relationship to other texts you are discussing.   

 

If the relationship between two texts is comparative or contrastive, then demonstrate this in your 

papers by using transition words such as on the other hand, in contrast, and subordinating 

conjunctions such as although and even though. Remember this: Whatever we need to know, as 

readers, about the topic and what certain people think and about if the certain people agree, like 

gossip, do not leave anything out.  

 

When you are confused about how each author thinks, pretend the authors are first friends. If 

they agree with each other, then within your papers they remain friends. However, if you 

determine that one believes one thing and the other believes another, then consider these two 

friends as now enemies on the subject matter. Choosing this method will help you to categorize 

the information within your papers. One last thing to remember is that any author who agrees 

with you on the subject is your friend. 

 

3.  Teach the text to someone else.  

 

As the teacher, you are forced to know the material because you want to appear knowledgeable. 

No one person likes to stand before any crowd without one piece of information to use as a 

starting point. When you teach the text, you find yourself remembering connections between 
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authors and remembering where something is on the page. You prepare an outline to make sure 

you have transitions. You prepare the material as a presentation. You base the whole of your 

discussion on proof. In other words, you seek to prove your ideas to your audience. You will 

never stand before a crowd and function merely on unsupported assumptions because you know 

that the students in the classroom will ask you questions.  

 

Therefore, to ensure your paper receives the support it needs, each time you write, pretend you 

are presenting your paper before the class and ask yourself this question: “What have I left out?” 
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