
 

  

PRACTICAL TASKS 
Managing the Revision Process 

Regina Y. Favors, Online Lessons Developer, Favors Writing Center 
www.favorswritingcenter.com 

Managing for Affirmative Replies 
This lesson module explores practical tasks for managing the revision process in first-year 

composition courses. It reviews feedback comments and revision considerations. The lesson 

focuses primarily on revising for use of affirmative replies with the second draft. 
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Practical Tasks  

 

Overview 

 

The feedback comments within this lesson module fall under the second draft process. Students 

often write without planning. Students may also write with some form of planning. However, it 

is hard to prepare for those areas of the paper that require additional planning and preparation.  

 

Understanding a literary work requires more than a skim of the passage. You must read the work 

for understanding. When an instructor writes “Better/Much Better,” this means that a sentence or 

a thought still needs further development, and this requires skill. The development of writing 

skill always requires further attention on the literary work, the writing strategy, and the 

adherence to the assignment. 

 

Revising a second draft will require returning to review the assignment sheet/instructions, 

reviewing the instructor’s feedback, and deciding when and what to delete to make the paper and 

the ideas within it effective.  

 

Affirmative replies are important for the second draft because it might be an indicator that you 

are on the right path. This is especially important for developing a second draft that adheres to 

the assignment and integrating source materials that support the topic. Although you may receive 

an affirmative reply for a second draft, your papers may still need revision in other areas of your 

paper. It is important to review all the instructor’s feedback to ensure the paper is revised to full 

standards. This lesson module focuses on revising for affirmative replies for the second draft.  

 

 

Learning Objectives 

By the end of this lesson, students will be able to do the following: 

• Review the second draft. 

• Review the instructor’s feedback. 

• Design a revision plan. 

 

Feedback Comments 

 

The following represent feedback comments in this lesson module: 

• Good 

• Better/Much Better 

• Big Improvement 

• Brilliantly Done 

• Good Example(s) 

• Good Material 

• Follow-Up/Follow-Through (Good/Perfect) 
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• Good Job 

• Good Observation 

• Nice/Nicely Done 

• Very Nicely Done 

 

 

Tools You Will Need 

You will need your second draft.  
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2.6. Good  

 

“Good” is an affirmative reply. This reply is standard. It is the most consistently used reply of all 

professors. Professors seldom use “excellent” and “brilliant,” unless your work is extraordinary.  

There are different factors involved with these categories.  

 

The comment “Good” encompasses many qualities, and the best way to approach this is to 

review its definitions and synonyms:  

• suitable to a purpose, effective, efficient;  

• fresh, valid, genuine;  

• enjoyable, desirable, pleasant;  

• dependable, reliable, right; thorough, complete;  

• excellent of its kind; best or considered best; and  

• morally sound or excellent.  

 

Although “excellent” is one of its definitions, this definition is only in reference to a “kind” of 

work.  In other words, not every work graded by a professor is of the quality of excellence. An 

“excellent” paper is a “kind” of essay where the student completely fulfills the assignment.  

For example, if a professor requires you to write on the Canterbury Tales, compare and contrast 

two tales, include two characters from each, but you write on two tales and include one character 

from each, your paper does not represent a complete product. In terms of fully meeting the 

assignment, the excellent paper represents an “A.”  

Of course, there are other factors that professors consider. Sometimes you can have an “A” 

paper, but lack sophistication in prose, follow-up explanation, and balanced analysis. This type 

of paper may move from an “A” to an “A minus,” even though you have fulfilled the assignment 

completely. When this happens, your paper moves from “excellent” to “good.” After this, your 

paper at this grade level is subject to different definitions.  

You may receive “good” because through your paper, you effectively and efficiently prove your 

thesis. You may also receive “good” because your ideas are fresh, dependable, and suitable for 

the topic. In the following excerpt, “good” represents “thorough.”  In other words, the professor 

calls attention to the ability of the student writer to analyze the information, incorporate quotes, 

and follow through by providing more evaluation of the topic. Let’s read. 

 

Sample Excerpt 

The real question is how do the masses think?  What is their process and how is it related to their 

will for progress?  Gasset connects philosophy to man and his will or lack thereof.  He does this 

through careful examination of the ordinary thought processes of everyday human beings, which 

includes the masses.  It is necessary for us to explore this because we can first get a clear view of 
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how the “average,” or mass-man thinks, leaving us to understand how sound Gasset’s argument 

is.   

 

The second aspect of the philosophical past is consistently committing errors, which are 

involuntarily transformed into the instruments of truth.  Truth is normally regarded as 

something quite unattainable.  It is reasonable to assert because “we are prone to think of 

error as being overly likely, which is less salutary” (Gasset 20).  For example, the 

contemporary addresses the existence of error lightly.  He thinks that it is the most natural thing 

in the world to him.  He never questions the existence and accepts the error as delightfully as 

possible.  At best, this continued acceptance to the existence of error can be connected to the 

contemporary man’s innate skepticism; skepticism deals in part with man’s inability to deal with 

truth. 
Figure 20: Essay Excerpt on Ortega Y. Gasset 

 

 

Assessment 

 

The first paragraph represents an in-depth examination of Gasset’s views, which further 

represents a characterization of his attitude toward a major character, the “mass-man.” 

 

The bolded sentences in the second paragraph highlight Gasset’s method, his way of persuading 

you about his perspective on the “mass-man.” 

 

The underlined sentences after the quote represent good follow-through. The student explores 

the quote and provides additional assessment on the author’s views. 

 

 

Revision Consideration 

 

Any revision consideration will always include consistent, sustainable, and thorough follow-

through. You can never go wrong analyzing the quote or the concept to its fullest extent. 
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2.10. Better/Much Better 

 

In general, professors use margin comments for two major reasons:  

1) to prepare you to write a subsequent draft and  

2) to highlight areas that lack and/or require analysis.  

For example, a professor might offer students an opportunity to rewrite a paper for a better grade. 

Without the revision, students who do not revise the paper will undoubtedly receive a less than 

favorable mark on that assignment. In some cases, a professor might deem an unrevised paper as 

a failure to meet all the class requirements. In other words, a professor might consider revising 

the essay as a contributing factor to your grade. Just remember that not all professors grade the 

same or use the same margin comments for grading purposes.  

 

On the other hand, professors also use margin comments to help you guide your analysis. 

Professors do not write your papers. They guide. They mentor. They highlight areas that need 

further clarification, more specifics, and sound evaluation. The analysis part of the paper is 

where you, as the student, evaluate what you have presented.  

 

For example, you evaluate the quotes, supporting evidence, and views of the author you are 

discussing. The analysis does not hold plot or general summaries. Therefore, when a professor 

writes “much more could be said here,” the professor’s goal is to help you elaborate more on an 

example or on a quote. This does not mean that one paragraph is completely better than another. 

This only means you must give the same time and care to each body paragraph of your paper.   

 

When you receive “Better” or “Much Better,” your professor is calling attention to the second 

version of your paper or the part of your original paper that exemplifies “analysis.”  

Your analysis is basically a method you choose as a way of uncovering the hidden meanings of 

the text(s) you are discussing within the paper. To the professor, the comments mean that the 

newest contribution is more favorable than the last.  

In addition, the comments suggest that your analysis is more in line with or proportionate to the 

standard method of analyzing a quote, which includes evaluation. Examine the following excerpt 

and the questions in the side bar. Notice the difference between the second underlined full 

sentence and the last. The student could have provided more evaluation of her statement. 

However, regarding the third underlined sentence, the analysis is “much better.” 
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Sample Excerpt 

De Quincey introduces the pains of opium, which presents the 

Malay.  The Malay knocked at the door and De Quincey wondered 

immediately “what business a Malay could have to transact amongst 

English Mountains” (449).  De Quincey thought that he might be on  

his road to a seaport some forty miles away. He continues to 

mentally attack the Malay as the servant opens the door. There 

stood both the Malay and a little girl. By De Quincey’s view “his 

attainment in English were exactly of the same extent as hers in the 

Malay, there seemed to be an impassable gulf fixed between all 

communication of ideas, if either party had happened to possess 

any” (449). It was clear that De Quincey didn’t take too kindly to 

whom he deemed outsiders.  He couldn’t fathom the nature of the 

Malay, knowing that he is below De Quincey, as to why it would 

prompt him to call upon De Quincey. De Quincey assumes his inner 

criticism of the Malay and the little girl.  The visitors called upon 

De Quincey to exorcise a demon from their house. 

 

He accepts the request and hesitantly goes down to the house and 

comes upon the group “which presented itself, arranged as it was by 

accident, though not very elaborate, took hold of my fancy and my 

eye in a way that none of the statuesque attitudes exhibited in the 

ballets at the Opera House . . . had never done” (450). Simply 

stated, they are savaged, untamed and primitive.  They don’t fit the 

perception of people who are among the social elite.  By De 

Quincey’s standards, they are illiterate and uneducated to the world 

around them; nor do they have the potential for pursuing the value 

of an education.  It is his belief that they don’t value anything.  
Figure 23: Essay Excerpt on “Confessions of an English Opium-Eater,” 

Thomas De Quincey 

 

 

Assessment 

 

The professor wrote this comment near the third underlined 

sentence of the excerpt in contrast to the second underlined full 

sentence. This means that the student has provided some analysis, 

an interpretation of the ideas within the context of the author’s work 

and the (student’s) understanding of the work.  

 

Whereas the student does not fully develop her ideas in the 

beginning, in this one paragraph, instead of just incorporating a 

quote, she adds an explanation. Therefore, this paragraph is 

different from the previous one. It is better. In other words, much 

more could be said with regard to the second underlined sentence. 

 

Context 

Providing context will help 

you understand the 

relationships between 

characters. Here is an 

assessment of this excerpt.  

 

 

1) How do the pains of 

opium “present” the Malay? 

 

2) What was the relationship 

between a Malay and an 

Englishman? Provide 

historical context. 

 

3) What is clear? 

4) What exactly is De 

Quincey’s attitude toward 

the Malay? 5) What is his 

perspective? 6) Who were 

the Malay?  
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2.11. Big Improvement 

 

Professors appreciate students who improve their papers. When a professor returns a student’s 

essay with the option of revising it, he expects that the revised essay will be significantly 

different from the previous paper(s). Professors tend to label “difference” as “improvement.”  

 

In other words, you should never just edit the grammar and think this is all the professor wants 

from you. Editing the draft for grammar is only one part of the revision process. Revising for 

tone, logic, coherence, consistency, and coordination of ideas is a labor-intensive process that 

requires your unwavering patience. You cannot procrastinate when it comes to revising a paper. 

Your professor will know if you do because the work in its final stage will expose the truth.  

 

Professors use “Big Improvement” for one or two reasons:  

 

1) to assess the work positively and  

 

2) to provide an assessment that the student’s work has improved, but not significantly to warrant 

the highest grade.  

 

First, professors use this comment to highlight the fact that your paper has improved from the 

first read. For example, students typically submit papers that questionably reflect second drafts 

as final draft papers. They expect higher points than the essay itself warrants. Although the paper 

may only be, in essence, a second draft essay, the revised paper as a whole shows greater 

potential than the first submission.  

 

Therefore, a professor will use “Big Improvement” to highlight the fact that you have revised the 

paper to meet the requirements. This is a positive assessment. Your professor may choose to 

raise your grade by one-half point depending upon how much you have improved the paper.  

 

On the other hand, a comment of “Big Improvement” also reflects a particular sentiment of your 

professor about the analysis of your paper. Creating and developing “analysis” has become an 

art. How you evaluate a literary work has direct correlation to how you understand the work.  

 

For example, the author never writes with the reader in mind. The author writes for a multitude 

of reasons, but he never says just before he writes, “I wonder if they (the readers) will like this 

section.” In addition, you are not in the room or in the place when the author writes, neither are 

you in the author’s mind. Therefore, you cannot be certain of what he or she thinks. You can 

only assume. You evaluate the work by weighing what the author writes about against criticism 

and your own views about the work.  

 

Since students are not thoroughly familiar with the author’s work and the practice of analyzing, 

they tend to generalize and summarize the author’s ideas and sentiments and base their 

understanding on unverified, unvalidated assumptions. Students typically write first and second 

draft papers using these methods. The professor’s job is to pick out those areas that need more 

analysis and more specific details. In this regard, the professor’s primary goal is to inform the 

student that he or she needs less summary and more critical thinking.  
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When the second draft reflects improvement in quality of writing (stronger sentence structure), 

accuracy of analysis (no unverified assumptions), addition of specific, relevant details (textual 

support), and sound assessments (evaluation and critical thinking), then professors use “Big 

Improvement” as a comment that best reflects their sentiment about the ideas you express within 

the essay. With this type of paper, your professor may raise your grade by one letter, but not to 

the highest mark.  

 

You may be confused by this because how professors grade or how they think about your papers 

is not always subject to general reason and logic. Although you have made changes, offered 

more analysis, and brought credibility, the revised paper still does not reflect an increase in 

quality. In other words, you do well to provide analysis in some areas, but you are still doing the 

following:  

 

1) You are still summarizing in other body paragraphs.  

2) The condition of your analysis is shaky.  

3) You make claims that are arguably different from the author’s work or the literary critic’s 

view.  

4) The details you provide may be specific but not necessarily relevant for some paragraphs.  

5) Your assessment of the work still needs work.  

6) You are still overly generalizing without also thinking about the work from a critical, 

objective viewpoint. In other words, the      

7)  The views you express and the ones you incorporate from references are still very much 

subjective.  

8) You are still leaving out vital information necessary to the analysis.  

9) The paper reads to be one-sided. 

 

 

Keep “Big Improvement” in mind as you rewrite and revise areas of your essay that require 

quality, analysis, specific details, and sound evaluation. Your professor will undoubtedly expect 

subsequent third and final draft papers to reflect significant difference from previous drafts. For 

an extended explanation, see also the comment “1.26. Much More Could Be Said Here” under 

the First Draft tab. 

 

2.12. Brilliantly Done 

 

The comment “Brilliantly Done” represents an affirmative reply.  

 

Professors are not typically eager to write this comment on your paper. First, you must 

understand that when you receive this comment, the professor is saying to you that you have 

“earned” the assigned grade. The grade of “A” does not represent a gift in any form. Yes, 

“Brilliantly Done” corresponds to the receiving of an “A.” These two go together. No professor 

will unconsciously assign an “A” and immediately imply “brilliance.”  
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However, not every paper that receives an “A” represents brilliance. When the professor writes 

both an “A” AND the word “brilliant,” then he or she is specifically calling attention to your 

work. The professor is setting it apart from the other graded papers. There is no way to tell if 

your paper is the first or the middle or the last. It is easy to assume that only at the end of reading 

all the papers that your paper has received the highest commendation.  

 

Professors never tell their secrets, so just assume that your professor is operating with strong 

mental energy, calling attention to his or her belief in your keen intelligence, great talent, and 

skill. Just know that a comment of “brilliant” is not typical, not the standard, and not comparable.    
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2.15. Good Example(s) 

 

 

In the following sample excerpt, the student moves from general to specific in incorporating 

textual evidence to function as an example.   

 

Sample Excerpt  

 

According to Diana Trilling’s The House of Mirth Revisited, this standard implies differences 

for the married woman and differences for the unmarried woman at the turn of the century; and 

these distinctions support the authoritarian social structure.  These standards are traditional in 

that they support “a married woman so long as she has the protection of her husband’s name and 

bank account but where the woman who has not yet reached this economic sanctuary must guard 

against the slightest misstep” (117).  For example, the reader readily recognizes a double 

standard at work when Lily’s society condemns her for the gambling debts she incurs, the visits 

to Selden, and the money she takes from her friend’s husband; but this same society looks the 

other way and “can accept unruffled Mrs. Dorset’s extramarital excursions of Mrs. Fishers’ 

‘loan’ from the gentleman of her acquaintance” (Trilling 117). 
Figure 24: Essay Excerpt on Lily, The House of Mirth, Edith Wharton 

 

 

Assessment 

 

Lily’s gambling debts represent her “slightest misstep.” Without this textual evidence, the 

paragraph lacks credibility.  In adding this example, the reader can easily validate the writer’s 

claims. 

 

 

Revision Consideration  

 

Use of textual evidence helps to validate any claims you make within your paper.  
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2.16. Good Material 

 

Think about material used to make clothes.  

 

Material comes in wool, cotton, silk, polyester, spandex, suede, and leather. Although the 

material has a form, it does not have one standard form. Sometimes the form is triangular or 

rectangular; and other times, material can take an irregular shape. An experienced seamstress 

would have to take an irregular shape or a pattern (the material) and cut and form it into 

something usable because on the sewing table, it is just a shape, nothing more.  It does not serve 

a purpose. It does not forewarn us about what it will become. All we see on the table is the 

potential of the material.    

 

As you perform the research for your papers, you will discover types of materials. In this sense, 

material comes in the form of reference sources such as journals, books, anthologies, 

newspapers, and films. When you place these sources on your desks, they look like shapes. They 

do not have any form other than the form presented to you.  

 

In other words, the book remains a book until you incorporate some of its elements into your 

essay. When you do this, the book takes on a shape. Similar to the seamstress who takes an 

irregular shape or a regular pattern and cuts it into something of use, you, as the student writer, 

take a book’s elements, in the form of a quote, analyze (cut) its value, and incorporate it into 

your academic paper. What originally had no shape in the beginning is shaped. In other words, 

the book as a shape is useful. 

 

However, do not get too excited. You were successful in locating a source for your paper, yes, 

but anyone can find a source. You can pick a source off the library shelf and incorporate any 

quote, but just because you are able to incorporate an element from a book (a quote) does not 

necessarily mean that the element is completely useful.  

 

In other words, just because you have found a book—and have found some use for a book—this 

does not mean that the book is good to use for your paper. It is important to understand the 

purpose of your essay, what you hope to accomplish because if you incorporate an element that 

does not fit within the overall scheme of your essay, then your element, the quote or the book, 

will not be useful. 

 

Therefore, “Good Material” means two things:  

 

1) you know how to analyze a source to determine its value, and  

 

2) you know how to incorporate sources that are the right fit for a position within your essay.   

 

No one person reading your essay should ask the question “Why is this here?” A professor can 

easily determine if you understand the quote you are incorporating within your paper just by 

your ability to incorporate the quote accurately. You may have not read the whole book, but your 

professor knows that you have a good understanding of the material.  
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2.61. Follow-Up/Follow-Through (Good/Perfect) 

 

You have undoubtedly reviewed other feedback comments where setting goals, enduring goals, 

and reaching goal completion is important within the writing process as well as the revision 

writing process.  

 

When you sit down to write a paper, you are setting a goal to finish. You endure the heartache of 

coming up with ideas, with how to structure the paper, and with using support. However, there is 

one goal you do not have the option of setting: the goal of incorporating a quote to meet the 

course requirement.  

 

Typically, your professor will direct you to locate and examine evidence from the course 

textbook to support your claims, and if the evidence is in the form of a quote, incorporate the 

quote. Your professor has added an additional requirement to your initial goal. Not only must 

you create a thesis, but also you must develop an analysis and incorporate quotes to support your 

claim. In essence, the original goal you set now has conditions. You will have to base your 

“finish” on fully meeting the requirements of the essay prompt. In other words, you will have to 

examine the prompt to make sure your paper reflects the instruction on which it is based.  

 

Students develop the habit of incorporating a quote and sometimes offer a few sentences just 

before the quote, but they do not follow through or add an extended explanation on how the 

quote relates to the overall scheme of their papers.  

 

Quotes are not fillers. They serve a purpose within your essays. You must determine what 

purpose the quote will have between two sentences. In other words, you must prepare the reader 

for the quote; this is sentence number one.  

 

After you insert the quote, you must then follow up and define its significance within the body 

paragraph. This is sentence number two.  

 

By inserting “before and after” sentences, you ensure that you have addressed this element 

within your paper. Remember that you determine all the elements that will be a part of your 

paper. Every element such as an example or a quote is foreign; it is an enemy until you make it a 

friend.  

 

When you are introducing the quote, if the quote supports your claims, identify the quote as a 

friend immediately. However, if the ideas within the quote do not support your claims, then 

identify the author’s beliefs as foreign.  

 

For example, if your claim is “All dogs are nice,” then you must make certain that you locate and 

incorporate those quotes to support this claim. You would not use a quote from an author that 

states, “All dogs are nice, if they lick your face” to support your claims. This author believes one 

thing and you believe another. Of course, you may use the quote within your essay to highlight 

different belief systems, but just be sure to identify the quote as opposing your own claims.  
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Your prep sentence must directly relate to the quote you are incorporating. What this means is 

you must understand what the quote signifies or suggests before you use it.  

 

Analyze each quote before incorporating it into your essay. Take the quote, separate its parts, and 

evaluate each part. A quote such as “All dogs are nice, if they lick your face” is two-part. The 

first part is “All dogs are nice.” The second part is “All dogs are nice, if they lick your face.” The 

first part is a general statement about all dogs. The quote does not provide information about a 

specific dog. The second part represents a conditional statement. These are all the dogs that are 

both nice and lick your face. When providing an example for the second quote, it is possible to 

include a specific dog here. You can make the point that mean dogs are not nice and therefore do 

not lick your face. This will allow you to provide a list of non-mean dogs that are, by default, 

nice. The list of mean dogs will serve as a contrast.  

 

Once you have developed a prep sentence and incorporated the appropriate quote, you must now 

provide a “follow-up.” The follow-up statement is an extended analysis of the quote itself. That 

is why it is important to know and understand all the parts of a quote because there are often at 

least two.  

Do not just use the follow-up statement to summarize the quote or what you have just written 

before it. Instead use the statement that follows as an opportunity to reason logically. Do not 

push the boundaries too far because you might lose your reader. Bring in an example of a nice 

dog in comparison to a mean dog.  

In one to four sentences, compare their histories. Nice Dog A is the type of dog that will greet 

you at the door. On the other hand, Mean Dog A is of the type that will bark louder than Nice 

Dog A. I could get Nice Dog A to lick my face before the other one would.  

This is a simple illustration, but it is effective for this comment. Just remember that you should 

not use the follow-up statements only to summarize the quote. After explaining the quote, use a 

follow-up statement to analyze ideas housed within the quote. The following excerpt represents 

an example of how to provide a follow-up statement after incorporating a quote. 

 

Sample Excerpt 

The reason why the masses are followers and not leaders is because leaders have the ability to 

promote teamwork.  A leader offers the concept of togetherness and the illusion of a man-to-man 

tie.  Moscovici contends that the masses are unable to exercise political power, nor do they have 

the ability to change the world or run the state: they have neither the ability to reason nor the gift 

of self-discipline necessary for survival and culture, for they are to a high degree the slaves of 

momentary impulse and susceptible to the influence of anyone. . . . (27) The masses are seen as 

collective and not as individual. When the individuality is lost, the masses forget their own 

interests and accept common desires, or desires told to them that seem appropriate for all.   
Figure 36: Essay Excerpt on the “Mass-Man,” Ortega Y. Gasset 
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Assessment 

The student does a good job of providing a follow-up to the quote. It is not enough to just 

provide a few sentences after a quote. It is always important to finish that part of a discussion 

central to your argument.  

 

The sentences that follow the quote represent a follow-up. This represents analysis. The 

student focuses on the quote, its elements, structure, impact, and contribution to other paragraphs 

and to the paper. The analysis sentences represent an interpretation of the quote. In other words, 

the student completes the goal of explicating the quote before moving on to other areas. 
 

 

Revision Consideration 

 

Always explicate the quote before moving on to other areas of the area.  

 

2.62. Good Job 

 

A professor typically writes “Good Job” after reading the entire paper. The professor may place 

the comment at the top left or right corner of the first page of your paper.  

 

When professors use this comment as a grading tool, they are making a general assessment about 

your effort. In other words, “Good Job” means you have done your job, nothing more. You have 

answered the essay prompt, but you really have not enlightened the professor. Your paper lacks 

fresh and new ideas. Your ideas, in essence, are representative of what is already a part of the 

canon. In other words, they fit into the overall scheme of what critics have said already about the 

work you are analyzing. You did a good job of just interpreting and synthesizing the information. 

 

Remember professors expect you to use the canon. They expect you to complete the assignment. 

However, you must also go beyond just fulfilling the standard. Your analysis at both junior and 

senior levels should reflect advanced critical thinking. If you are still composing the basic five-

paragraph essay and nothing more, then you are stuck on the fundamentals. The best methods for 

either correcting or preventing “Good Job” from affecting your confidence are the following: 

 

1) First, always talk to your professor about the comment on your paper. Ask your professor 

about how you can improve, about gaps in your understanding of the level in which you are 

writing, and about the purpose and nature of “critical writing.” 

 

2) During the revision phase, for paragraphs that you are particularly having trouble with 

analyzing, cut and paste the paragraphs into another Microsoft Word document, create a two-

column table, place a paragraph in the left side column, and then in the right column, ask 

questions about what you have written. Answer each question you ask. Evaluate your own 

answers and offer insight about the author’s ideas and what they mean in terms of contemporary 
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thinking on the topic. Although you are still outlining pretty much the canon, your additional 

assessments represent critical thinking, nonetheless.  

 

As you think about what you believe and understand, develop your assessments so they reflect a 

third-person point of view, which is an objective observation. Your purpose is to be insightful 

and show the professor another side of a character in addition to the one he or she already knows.  

 

When you have done this, you will have moved from “Good Job” to “Good Insight,” on the road 

to “Good Discussion,” “1.6. Strong Effort,” and “2.67. Nicely Done.” The best way to get better 

at analysis is to continue critically thinking and to keep asking questions. Put yourself in that 

character’s place and then also be judgmental as possible. This will set you on the path to 

developing a stronger analysis.  

 

2.63. Good Observation 
 

Based upon entries within the World English Dictionary, there are four major types of 

“observations.”  

 

1) The first type represents the “act of observing.” This is “observation” defined in its basic, 

physical sense.  

 

2) The second definition refers to scientific activities. In this context, observation refers to “facts 

learned from observing.” Scientists who conduct lab experiments will produce a report of their 

observations concerning a particular scientific phenomenon.  

 

3) The last two definitions refer to writing activities. Within the context of writing, the term 

“observation” refers to “comment, remark” and “detailed examination.”  

 

Understanding the meaning of a term is important. When you receive the comment “Good 

Observation,” you need to know to what the professor is referring. You know for certain that 

your professor is not referring to the first two definitions, unless you are writing an essay for a 

science class. Therefore, you can conclude that your professor must be referring to the last two 

definitions. Since this is likely the case, to which of the two does “Good Observation” apply? 

Before reading the rest of this entry, locate the comment on your paper and determine if it is near 

a particular sentence or a major body paragraph. This will help you understand the explanation 

for the comment more fully.  

 

“Good Observation” may fall under one or two of the definitions. For example, if the comment is 

1) near a particular sentence, this means that of all the sentences you have written this one 

sentence provides more insight about the example, topic, or quote. Your insight might highlight 

something different or something that the professor has not thought about concerning the literary 

work or the topic. In other words, the observation is unique. In this instance, your observation is 

an objective comment based solely on logic and deductive reasoning.  
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On the other hand, if the comment “Good Observation” is 2) near a full body paragraph, then it 

refers to the fourth definition of observation, which is “detailed examination.” In this case, your 

observation represents a patient exploration of the ideas expressed within the literary work.  

 

What does this mean?  

 

First, you explain concepts and ideas the author expresses. In other words, you do not just insert 

a quote; instead, you provide a follow-up analysis of the author’s viewpoints.  

 

Second, you develop and present the information logically. This is what we mean by “patient 

exploration.” You do not suffer the reader to misunderstand your points of view.  

 

Last, you set reasonable boundaries. In other words, you know that you cannot discuss the world 

in one body paragraph. Therefore, you only include ideas that are relevant to the work and to 

proving your claims and that also provide insight to stir the professor’s and reader’s interests in 

the topic. “Good Observation” within the context of these two examples represents positive 

replies to your essay. 

 

“Good Observation” may also imply a negative reply depending upon the goals of your professor 

for the class. For example, if you only provide one good observation throughout the whole essay, 

then your professor can accuse you of not fully exploring the topic as in the case of the remark 

placed near a line and/or a body paragraph. Your professor may not say this to you aloud, but 

you have done basically the minimum required for the assignment. You have not fully explored 

the theme, example, quote, idea, issue, and/or problem within your essay.  

 

In other words, you could say much more, but you do not. Because you have not fully explored 

the topic, this either means that you do not know how to discuss, examine, and evaluate or you 

know how. If you know how to explore a topic, but you do not fulfill the requirement, then your 

professor may use “Good Observation” as a negative reply to prompt you to reach higher than 

satisfactory.  

 

It is not always easy to know if you have truly covered every base within your analysis. 

However, there are times when you know with certainty that you have not allowed enough time 

to meet the writing requirement. If you do not know how to explore a topic, then here are some 

tips and questions to consider as you develop your analysis.  

 First, look for contradictions in a character’s “character.” A character is never perfect. 

Evaluate the character considering how he or she interacts with other characters in the 

story to locate the flaws.  

 Second, describe the kinds of relationships the main character has with other characters. 

Stories are always filled with relationships. The main character is in relationship with 

someone in the story. What is that relationship? Is the main character dependent upon a 

secondary character? What are the conflicts between characters?  
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 Last, bring in historical context and explain how the past influences or contributes to the 

attitude of the main character within the story. What is the character’s environment? Who 

affects the character’s attitude within this environment?  

By answering these questions and implementing one or more of these tips, you will ensure that 

you not only meet the requirement, but also fully explore the topic. Remember always to do what 

your professor requires you to do.  

 

On a basic level, you must ensure your paper reflects the instruction on which it is based. On 

another level, allow sufficient time for providing good observations that include detailed 

examinations of the topic, not just mere comments or remarks.  

 

For extended explanations, see also the comments  

 

“2.62. Good Job” within this document  

“10.2. Well Done!” and “10.3. Well Written & Researched” under “Revising the Conclusion” 

tab on the site  

“6.2. Right” and “6.3. Right/On the Right Path” under “Revising the Topic Sentences” tab on the 

site  

 

2.67. Nice/Nicely Done 

 

“Nice” and “Nicely Done” are affirmative replies.  

 

For example, a professor may use “Nice” to refer to a specific paragraph or idea you express 

within your paper or to point out that your analysis reflects connected ideas. The same professor 

may write “Nicely Done” after reading the entire paper.  

 

Typically, you will see the affirmation at the end on the last page or sometimes on the first page 

near the top left corner. The choice of location is subject to the professor’s discretion. These are 

general definitions of these comments.  

 

On another level, professors may use the comments for one of two reasons: 1) to highlight those 

areas of your analysis that are pleasing to the eye or 2) to call attention to the skill you have in 

terms of presenting information on the page.  

 

In terms of the first reason, a paper filled with gaps, illogical structure, mismatched chronology, 

unsupported thesis, and irrelevant quotes is not a paper that is pleasing to the eye. When we use 

the word “eye,” we are referring to sight in terms of the physical sense and vision in terms of the 

word discernment.  

 

The thesis represents your vision for the paper, how you view the topic. The examples and 

evidence you use must support this vision. The structure you adopt must serve to present the 

vision clearly. Therefore, when you construct a paper in the beginning with a vision but fail to 
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follow through with the vision to the very end, then your professor will accuse you of not 

understanding the direction in which you want to take your paper. In other words, you do not 

understand how to present, support, and evaluate the topic using the thesis as a guide.  

 

On the other hand, when you properly construct a paper that includes a definable thesis (vision), 

supported claims, logical analysis, and balanced view, you have created a product that is pleasing 

to the eye. Under these conditions, the comment “Nice” means “delightful read.” 

 

In terms of the second reason, developing an analysis requires great skill. The ability to position 

the right quote to support a topic sentence is characteristic of a student who understands both the 

purpose of incorporating quotes and the purpose of the author. Understanding the purpose of the 

author means understanding his or her thesis, or what he believes. You cannot incorporate a 

quote into your analysis unless you understand the views of the author.  

 

For example, if you want to use a literary critic within the analysis of your essay, you must 

review his or her purpose for evaluating the literary work. Once you locate the critic’s thesis, 

then you must also search the text to find topic sentences he or she uses to support his claims.  

 

Remember that the author of a literary work is not in the business of persuading you, but the 

literary critic’s objective is to convince you that his claim or thesis may be applicable to the 

author’s work. Once you locate the topic sentences, you must also review the critic’s examples, 

which are the tools he uses to support his claims even further.  

 

Your task after this is to develop a one-page outline of the critic’s views. Once you finish with 

the critic, go back to the literary work, which is the basis of your paper. Review the introduction, 

body paragraphs, and conclusion of the work. Consider the following questions: 

 

• What is the main theme of the work?  

• The work is about what?  

• Who is the main character?  

• What are the main relationships of the story?  

• What are the main events?  

 

From this information, the next task is to develop a brief outline and include reference numbers 

to the text. When you can answer these questions, you have developed a good understanding of 

the work.  

 

Now you must bring together your 1) prep statements, 2) the quote you want to use from the 

literary work, 3) follow-up statements where you evaluate the quote, 4) the literary critic’s view 

about the quote and/or event in the story you highlight, and a 5) follow-up analysis of all these 

elements. The sixth element is 6) skill.  

 

Using skill to combine all these elements requires attention to detail, patience, and an ability to 

discern the best method for presenting information accurately, cohesively, and logically. Details 

are important. Giving attention to them is equally important. A detail consists of specific 

information about a particular thing, person, place, or idea. A detail is a noun.  
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Within each quote you use there is present a detail, a piece of information specific to the context 

of the quote. For example, through the literary work, the author provides ample details about 

characters, relationships, and contexts. In addition, the literary critic uses the medium of 

criticism to highlight details about the author’s work. The critic focuses on a key aspect that he 

feels is a problem with the literary work and analyzes it using one or more schools of literary 

thought such as “Cultural Studies,” “Marxism,” “Postmodernism,” and/or “Reader-response 

Criticism.”  

 

Aligning the Details 

 

Moreover, as students you use your prep statements and analysis to offer details concerning the 

author’s work. Therefore, aligning the details is an ability you need, because including specific 

information about the literary work brings focus to your essay.  

 

You also need patience, which you must demonstrate during the process of developing an 

analysis. For example, aligning the details requires great patience, because you must ensure that 

the detail in your prep statement corresponds appropriately to the author’s detail. Once you have 

finished incorporating the quote, you must then evaluate it and provide the same detail again. In 

other words, you cannot begin focusing on one detail with your prep statement, incorporating a 

quote to support your claim, and then evaluating it with another detail.  

 

During the process of incorporating and evaluating the quote, you must stay on the path of your 

prep statement in the same way that every sentence within your body paragraph must stay on the 

path of the main topic sentence.  

 

You will have to exercise additional patience when incorporating a literary critic’s view about 

the author’s work. What this means is, if you want to use any quote from that critic’s work as 

supporting evidence within your essay, then you will have to locate the detail suitable for 

proving your case.  

 

Aligning the details becomes even more important here because now you have the details from 

your prep statement, from the author’s work, and also from the literary critic’s view to bring 

together for the purpose of presenting the information on the page accurately, cohesively, and 

logically.   

 

Arranging Elements Cohesively 

 

Discerning how to present information under these conditions is important, because each element 

of your paper must fit into a whole. This is what arranging elements cohesively means. When 

you align the details, you fulfill the accuracy requirement, by default. However, when you align 

the details, you still need to ensure that what you present on the page is cohesive and logical.  

 

This is where the revision process comes in because before you can move on to another section 

of your paper, you may have to rearrange information. You want each element of a body 

paragraph to serve a purpose whether the purpose is to inform, persuade, and/or support. For 
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example, if you are using a quote within a body paragraph, it is likely that you are using the 

quote as supporting evidence from the literary work.  

 

However, when you use a prep statement before the quote, it is likely that you are using that 

statement to persuade the reader. That is why before you can rearrange information, you must 

understand the purpose of each sentence you use. This will help you to rearrange the information 

so that it is cohesive. When you arrange elements cohesively, you arrange them under one 

central idea, theme, example, detail, viewpoint, and/or literary thought. In our example, when we 

align the details of our sentences within the body paragraph, we are in fact arranging elements 

cohesively. Each element falls under a central detail. This simplifies the revision process because 

when you revise this group of sentences, you will do so with the central detail in mind.  

 

Revising for Logic 

 

Once you have arranged the elements cohesively, then you must perform one last step, which 

requires you to revise for logic. Revising for logic includes first examining the sentences for 

keywords. If you use keywords such as “inference,” “allude,” “denote,” “connote,” then you 

must ensure that the sentences you include within your paper reflect the definitions of these 

words.  

 

For example, according to a standard dictionary, the term “inference” means the process of 

deriving logical consequences from a set of assumed premises. In simple terms, there is a higher 

certainty that the conclusions we draw derive from the premises we assume in the beginning. The 

term is interchangeable with “deductive argument,” which basically means that we have all that 

we need to reach a conclusion from what is present in the premises.  

 

Therefore, when using “infer,” “we can infer,” “it is inferred,” “we can deduce,” or “the 

argument infers,” make certain that the conclusions you draw derive from the initial statements 

(premises) you make just before the conclusion. The best method for revising sentences that do 

not appear logical on the page is to start with the conclusion and then work your way backward.  

 

After this check to be certain that what you write or suggest in the conclusion is present in the 

few statements that precede it. Under all these conditions, “Nice” refers to how skillfully 

(delightfully) you present the information on the page. However, “Nicely Done” refers to how 

logically you present the information in terms of both cohesiveness and accuracy. For an 

extended explanation of deductive reasoning, see also the comment “2.28. Logic and 

Articulation” under the “Supporting Evidence” tab. 

 

2.70. Very Nicely Done 
 

This comment represents an affirmative reply typically written after the final reading of your 

paper. “Very Nicely Done” is a comment professors use when they are eager about the ideas you 

express within the paper and how you present those ideas. For an extended explanation, see the 

comment “2.67. Nice/Nicely Done!” within this document. 
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