
 

  

PRACTICAL TASKS 
Managing the Revision Process for the First Draft 

Regina Y. Favors, Online Lessons Developer, Favors Writing Center 
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Managing for Use of Evidence 
This lesson module explores practical tasks for managing the revision process in first-year 

composition courses. It reviews feedback comments and revision considerations. The lesson 
focuses primarily on revising for use of evidence with the first draft. 
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Practical Tasks  

 

Overview 

 

The feedback comments within this lesson module fall under the first draft process. Students 

often write without planning. Students may also write with some form of planning. However, it 

is hard to prepare for those areas of the paper that require additional planning and preparation.  

 

Understanding a literary work requires more than a skim of the passage. You must read the work 

for understanding. When an instructor writes “Explain the Parallel Here,” this means that a 

sentence or a thought needs further development, and this requires skill. The development of 

writing skill always requires further attention on the literary work, the writing strategy, and the 

adherence to the assignment. 

 

Revising a first draft will require returning to review the assignment sheet/instructions, 

reviewing the instructor’s feedback, and deciding when and what to delete to make the paper and 

the ideas within it effective. This lesson module focuses on revising for use of supporting 

evidence.  

 

This is an overview of revising for supporting evidence. See the Practical Tasks: Managing for 

Supporting Evidence lesson module for an extended discussion. It is available under the “Second 

Draft” tab on this site. 

 

 

Learning Objectives 

By the end of this lesson, students will be able to do the following: 

• Review the first draft for issues with use of evidence. 

• Apply the instructor’s feedback 

• Design a revision plan. 

 

Feedback Comments 

 

The following represent feedback comments in this lesson module: 

• Use MLA Form 

• Examine Evidence from the Text 

• Explain the Parallel Here 

• How Does This Support 

 

 

Tools You Will Need 

You will need your first draft. 
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1.31. Use MLA Form 

This comment is basic. Students who write papers for English classes, the Humanities, and arts 

and letters disciplines must adhere to the guidelines established by the Modern Language 

Association (MLA). The guidelines are standard for citing parenthetical references and 

developing bibliographic entries.  

 

1.34. Examine Evidence from the Text 

 

During my graduate study, I enrolled in a required literary theory class. In this class, my 

professor gave me an assignment to present and write a paper on Edmund Husserl’s “The Crisis 

of European Sciences and Transcendental Phenomenology.”  

 

Husserl, a Moravian-born German philosopher of the early twentieth century, invents 

phenomenology. It is his hope, as a critic writing to other critics, that we return to the value 

embedded within concrete human experience and totally disregard scientific naturalism 

(Cahoone 149). Somewhere, somebody knows what I have just written. Someone reading this 

lesson understands the nature of “phenomenology,” but please do not ask me to elaborate on the 

concept. 

 

The point I am trying to make involves the comment “look at the immediate text” or “Examine 

Evidence from the Text.” In my attempt to apply postmodern ideas to Husserl’s work, I lost my 

reader, my professor. The comment “2.33. Don’t Quote without Context” is different from 

“Examine Evidence from the Text” because in one instance (in the former), a professor wants 

you to add context. The professor wants you to examine the environment evoked from the text 

and the environment that contributed to the writing of the text.  

 

However, in the latter instance, “Examine Evidence from the Text” means that you need only to 

examine all the evidence the author provides. In other words, provide all the definitions the 

author provides within your paper. Do not use as a last resort a dictionary or a thesaurus in this 

instance because the dictionary meanings do not apply.  

How the author presents a word and its definition within the context of the work is how he or she 

wants you to understand it and relate it in your paper. The author bases his understanding of the 

words according to the context in which he writes.  

Revision Consideration 

 

The best method for examining evidence from the text is to evaluate the primary title, secondary 

title, how the author has structured the information, and if the information is logically organized 

as it is presented to you. Here are some questions to consider as you revise your body 

paragraphs: 

• From what verb tense is the work written? Is there a shift in verb tense?  
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• What point of view does the author use? Does the author shift between first-person and 

third-person points of views?  

• Does the author provide secondary characters?  

• Does the author provide information about a certain country or types of contexts?  

• What evidence does the author provide concerning the date of composition, period, 

surrounding historical events, parallels to what has happened before his or her day, and 

what is currently going on as you read and write about the text?  

 

Your professor wants you to look only at the immediate text, so a good habit to develop centers 

on the process of annotation. In other words, make a photocopy of the text and use the text as an 

annotation instrument. Develop categories and a color-coding system for referencing purposes. 

Use categories such as “date of composition,” “historical context,” “events of the text,” and 

“author’s point of view” to refer to those areas of the text. Annotate the text based upon these 

categories.  

 

Another option is to type and/or paste the content of the work into a Microsoft Word document. 

Ask questions concerning why an author such as Husserl might want to invent 

“phenomenology.” Why does he take creating this word to task? What has motivated him to do 

so? Who or what has contributed to his views?   

 

Just remember this: answer these questions based upon what the immediate text implies. The 

immediate text is the text that is sitting upright and open on your desk, nothing else. 

 

1.35. Explain the Parallel Here 

 

Boxers are classified into divisions according to weight.  

A heavyweight boxer weighs much more than average and is typically 195 pounds.  

A lightweight boxer weighs one below normal weight, and the maximum is 135 pounds.  

The lightweight is no match for the heavyweight.   

There are rules concerning how each fighter will fight and who each fighter will fight. It is 

immoral, unethical, and illegal, and it just does not make common sense, to bring together two 

fighters who are mismatched. The same rule applies to developing a parallel within your papers.  

 

Ask yourself these questions:   

 

 Why do I believe one thing correlates to or is match to the other thing?   

 Are both things dependent upon each other? 



Favors Writing Center 5 

 

FWC Copyright © 2011-2021 Regina Y. Favors. All Rights Reserved. 

 Or are they completely independent and self-sustaining? 

 Is there a connection? If so, then what connects the two? 

 What purpose will one thing have with the other?   

 What purpose will I show from proving that one thing is paralleled to another? 

 

One of the many definitions for “parallel” centers on the meaning “extending in the same 

direction and at the same distance apart at every point, so as never to meet, as lines, planes.”  

You can find this definition in Webster’s New World College Dictionary.  

 

When you take math in school, you learn about parallel and perpendicular lines. Perpendicular 

lines always meet, but parallel lines never meet or intersect. For parallel lines, you plot points on 

a graph, but the points are plotted in such a way that the lines are destined, so to speak, not to 

meet.   

 

When you say that one idea is a parallel to another idea, the ideas must never intertwine or 

become one. Each line of a parallel is independent of the other, fully functional, and fully self-

sustaining, so the examples you provide within your papers, the examples you want to define as a 

parallel, must also “both” be independent of the other, fully self-sustainable. They must be a 

match, on the very same level. A lightweight cannot be matched with a heavyweight because the 

latter will overpower the former. The lightweight is not weaker; instead, the weight of the 

lightweight is just different from the weight of the heavyweight. They are not true counterparts, 

because they are not equal in value or strength.   

 

In Figure 15, the student attempts to prove that there is a parallel between the story of the Fall of 

Adam and Eve and Rossetti’s “Goblin Market.” The student’s attempt is unsuccessful because 

she outlines the qualities of each story but does not describe the parallel. She does not describe 

“what” parallels “what.” Let’s read the excerpt. 
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Sample Excerpt 

The concept of fall and redemption will always date back biblically 

to Adam and Eve. Adam and Eve were the first two human beings 

created by God. When Eve was led to believe (by Satan) that the 

apple she picked was good for food, she ate and “also gave to her 

husband with her, and he ate” (Gen. 3:6). How this relates to 

“Goblin Market” is clearly implied. Lizzie and Laura, the two main 

characters (sisters), are similar to God and Adam and Eve. Lizzie 

consistently warns Laura not to buy the goblin’s fruits. The goblins 

are the antagonists and they are synonymous with the devil. Lizzie 

forewarns, “We must not look at goblin men, / We must not buy 

their fruits:/ Who knows upon what soil they fed/ Their hungry 

thirsty roots?” (42-45); and all the while the goblins are continually 

shouting, “Come buy, come buy” (Rossetti 1479). 
Figure 15: Essay Excerpt on “Goblin Market” 

 

The student does not address the parallel between the fall in the 

Bible and the fall of the characters within Rosetti’s poem. 

 

In terms of understanding how to compare/contrast (parallel) two 

contexts, visualize an example. Think about the image of sewing 

two fabrics together. You need a needle and thread to sew and two 

fabrics into which to sew. Think about you as the needle (the paper 

writer) and the thread (the connector) as the instrument that 

connects ideas. One fabric represents an idea (a parallel line); and 

another fabric represents the other idea (another parallel line).  

 

As the needle, your job is to find a way to connect the one fabric 

with the other. After turning the garment over multiple times, you 

find a small area with which to begin sewing and start there. Just 

because you can sew does not mean you can sew in a straight line. It 

is important to take precautions early to prevent from sewing the 

garments in a crooked line, haphazardly, with no purpose in mind. 

However, it is possible to sew the two garments together with two 

distinctive lines that never meet. The garment stays connected, but 

the two lines never have to meet, or intersect.   

 

Remember it is not enough to say one story has a connection to 

another story without really outlining the connection. To parallel 

one thing with another is to compare one with the other to find 

similarities, to find the one thing’s match to the other, without 

tangling the ideas so that they intersect and appear as one idea in the 

final analysis.  

Questions 

1) Beginning with 

“forewarn,” what does God 

say to Adam? 

 

2) Does God say to Adam 

“Don’t look” or “Don’t 

buy”? 

 

3) What is significant about 

“Come buy, come buy?” Is it 

sensual? 

 

4) What is the first image 

you get upon reading these 

words? Upon listening if you 

heard them? 

 

5) How does the biblical fall 

relate to the fall within 

“Goblin Market”? 
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1.36. How Does This Support 

 

From time to time you will receive this comment. If you make a point within your analysis, ask 

yourself this question before going into another point: How does the point I’m making relate to 

the overall theme (thesis) of my paper? How does the point also relate to another point within my 

analysis? 

 

The legs of a chair must be strong and wide enough to support the weight of a person. The 

wheels of a car must be sturdy enough, equal in size, to support the weight of the car and the 

people in the car. The foundation of a building must be balanced, equal on all sides, before the 

building is constructed. The four walls of a building support not only the rooms inside but also 

the entire building.  

 

Your paper must reflect the same balance. It is not enough to use quotes without providing an 

explanation of why you are using them. It is not enough to make points in the form of topic 

sentences and not provide the sentences with support. Prevent your papers from falling. The 

introduction and your thesis represent the foundation of your paper.  Make sure to define clearly 

where you want to go and where you want the reader to go. You, as the writer, and your thesis, 

are one, are unified. You and your thesis guide the reader. If you do not know where you are 

going, the reader will get lost, unable to find his or her way back onto the path of your thesis.  

 

Once you have built strong support, a foundation for your paper, then you can move forward into 

adding topic sentences for your body paragraphs, credible and verifiable data, and analysis. 

Examine The Essay Pyramid. Although it is a simple illustration, it serves its purpose.  The 

illustration is structured similarly to the food pyramid.  

 

All the elements of your paper sit on top of the introduction and thesis. Therefore, just as the legs 

of a chair must be sturdy enough to support the weight of a person, the introduction and thesis 

must be able to carry, support, and sustain the weight of the other elements that serve their 

functions in your paper. The acronym for the pyramid is I Stand.  The following represents an 

explanation for the acronym. 

 

Introduction (and Thesis) 

The introduction and thesis are the first elements of your paper that anyone will see. It is natural 

to start off reading from the top and work your way to the bottom, from left top corner to bottom 

right corner. No one typically starts on page six of your paper and then works backward. The 

only time a professor will do this is if he or she has read the paper already before and decides to 

look at one idea to check and make sure that the idea still fits within the overall scheme of your 

paper. However, before a professor can do this, he or she has read the paper already from 

beginning to end during a previous reading of your paper.  

Make sure you build a strong foundation. Visualize the foundation a construction worker lays 

before building. The house will not be able to sit well if the construction worker does not 
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properly lay the foundation. The introduction and thesis are both lamps we use as a guide to 

understand your paper. There should be only one thesis in your paper!  

In essence, there should be only one foundation. 

 

Supporting Evidence 

Use information that directly supports the main purpose and focus of your thesis. Do not supply 

quotes if they do not have a direct relationship to the purpose of the paper. Do not try to fit 

something into your paper that does not fit. You cannot put on a dress that is two sizes too big, 

nor can you put on a dress that is two sizes too small. Only put on the dress that fits your body 

frame. Likewise, only use supporting evidence (put on the dress) that fits the frame of your 

paper. 

 

Topic Sentences 

Topic sentences for each paragraph introduce the reader to the ideas of each paragraph.  

 

All topic sentences must be an extension of the paper’s thesis. Think about how your arms 

extend from your body. Your body is the main vessel. The stomach is the center; and your legs 

give your body the support it needs physically. The same logic applies to your thesis. Your 

introduction and thesis represent the center. Both parts of the paper are also the main vessels to 

the paper. The topic sentences are the legs of the main vessel. They give the thesis (and the 

introduction) the support it needs.  
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Diagram: The Essay Pyramid  

 

 
  

 

Analysis 

Your main body paragraphs should represent analysis. You may briefly add a sentence or two 

about the plot, in a paraphrased version. In this regard, your purpose should be to use only the 

summary to introduce an idea. Your summary should never substitute for analysis. In other 

words, your ability to summarize should never supplant your ability to analyze a character’s 

relationship to other characters within the story and the character’s relationship to the story itself. 

  

Deleted

Summaries

Neutral

Arguments

Analysis

Topic Sentences

Supported Evidence

Introduction 

(and Thesis)
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Neutral Arguments 

To be neutral is to support neither side of an argument. Therefore, it is possible to construct a 

thesis but not create an analysis that supports your main thesis. In other words, it is possible for a 

reader to see where you stand at the beginning of reading the paper and become confused in the 

middle of the process. What do we mean by this? How you incorporate data into your paper is 

important, but what you write concerning the data is vitally important.   

 

If you want to use a quote to support your thesis, then do not forget to offer a view about the 

quote. Your view represents your stance about the general theme of your paper. In addition, 

when you offer a view about the quote, if the quote supports your thesis, do not disagree with the 

quote or the author. If you forget to offer a view or disagree with a source you are using to 

support your thesis, then you have developed a paper that is neutral to the ideas conveyed within 

the paper itself.   

 

The best way to prevent neutrality is to think about the ideas, one by one, and ask yourself if you 

agree with each idea. If you agree with all ideas, use data that support the ideas and take a stand 

also within the paper. If you do not agree with all the ideas, then separate the material you will 

use to support your thesis. Sort the content pile into likes and dislikes (whites and colors), those 

ideas that “like” your thesis from those ideas that do not like your thesis. Give attention to how 

you incorporate the ideas. Always introduce an enemy and make it clear who your friend is 

within the analysis of your paper. 

 

 

Deleted Plot Summaries 

A discussion about plot summaries is never enough. Professors, as well as students, already 

know the plot. In many cases, a plot summary does have a place within your analysis. Its 

inclusion always depends upon the application of the plot summary.  

However, if the whole of your paper is filled with plot summary, then you have only 

demonstrated an ability to summarize, not analyze. It takes special skill to summarize and 

paraphrase material, but your professor wants you to convert one skill into another Move out of 

one habit and develop a new manner of addressing the implications of a text. Your professor 

wants you to quit summarizing to pursue analyzing. 
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Social Media 

You can find our products on the following social media sites. Thank you for visiting our sites. 

 

Websites 

www.reginayfavors.com 

www.favorscompositionlectures.com 

http://www.howdoyoulearnresearchproject.com 

 

Social Media 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/ryfavors/ 

Twitter: https://twitter.com/reginayfavors 

Linktree: https://linktr.ee/reginayfavors 

Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/reginayfavors/ 
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Regina Y. Favors Channel 

Favors Film Analysis Channel 

Favors English Lectures Channel 
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This site, related sites, and channels are in development. 
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