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1.2. Ambiguous (Revision Plan) 

 

 

Overview 

 

Ambiguous is a feedback comment that is appropriate for the first draft. Students often struggle 

with writing the first draft, choosing to explore ideas that still need further development. Content 

that is ambiguous usually requires the student to revisit the thesis he or she has created to ensure 

the clear expression of ideas. The following discussion explores a sample prompt requiring a 

student to revise their essay. It is useful for any composition instructor who expects students to 

clarify ideas within their papers, thus encouraging revision of the paper.  

 

 

Learning Objectives 

 

By the end of this lesson, students will be able to do the following: 

 

• Define the ambiguity. 

• Apply the instructor’s feedback. 

• Design a revision plan. 

 

 

Revision Essay Prompt 

 

Develop an essay that best illustrates how you will achieve revising Homework #2. Refer to the 

following table for more information on structuring your essay.  

 

Table 1: Sample Essay Prompt 

 

Section of Paper/Other First Step Second Step 

 

Introduction 

 

Identify your problem. 

 

Describe your thesis. 

Research 

Goals/Methodology 

Describe your goals. Outline a method for how you will complete 

the project. 

Writing Schedule Create a writing timetable Provide a timetable for rewriting 

Homework #2. 

Literature Review Research more sources. Revise your source list and provide a 

description of at least two works you will 

use. 

Professional Statement on 

MLA 

Revise errors in MLA use. Write a statement on how you will 

incorporate MLA. 

Conclusion Identify inconsistencies. Develop an impact statement by describing 

how your paper will have an impact on 

others. 
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For the classes we teach in first-year composition, the revision plan essays range from five to 

seven pages. It is important that students include examples of the mistakes they discover in their 

essays. The process of identifying problems and developing solutions has a significant impact on 

both academic and professional studies.  

 

Figure 1 is a sample response to the essay prompt of Table 1. Review the statement. It will help 

you identify the student’s inconsistencies in developing revision goals. Let us begin. 

 

 

Figure 1: Typical Response  

 

My thesis is King discusses segregation and the direct-action program. In my paper, I did not 

construct a clear thesis. My topic sentences did not support my thesis. I should have added 

more supporting evidence. A quote I used didn’t make much sense. I should have checked to 

see if my quotes matched my topic sentence. Therefore, my goal is to create a better thesis. I 

will devote whatever free time I can to scanning my paper so I can make sure my paper is done 

and done right. I will spend time looking through my books and looking for good quotes. The 

reason why I didn’t get a good grade on the last paper was because of my bad scheduling. I 

should have devoted more time. So, this time I will go over my paper for any mistakes. My 

paper will be ready by Monday to turn it in on Wednesday.  

 

 

 

There are ambiguities with the above statement. It is important to address each ambiguity 

separately and provide an explanation. The explanations will be in the form of questions for the 

purpose of helping students think about the sentence(s). 

 

 

Ambiguity #1: I did not construct a clear thesis. 

Constructing a clear thesis requires forethought and planning. The following are questions 

necessary to understand the differences between the thesis you initially formed and the thesis you 

will need to consider for resolving ambiguity issues with your paper.  

 

1) What was wrong with your thesis? 

2) What was unclear about the previous thesis? 

Resolving ambiguity always begins with the thesis. 
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Ambiguity #2:  My topic sentences did not support my thesis. 

The purpose of the topic sentence is to support the thesis and frame the paragraph. When this 

does not happen, the reader becomes unsure about the purpose of the paragraph and by extension 

the ideas expressed within the paragraph. The following questions require you to determine if the 

revision plan will address the thesis or the topic sentence or both. 

 

1) What was your topic sentence? 

2) What was your thesis? 

3) Now which parts of the topic sentences did not support the parts of the thesis? 

The only way you can reframe the topic sentence is by rewriting the thesis. If you do not want to 

rewrite the thesis, then you will need to rewrite the topic sentence. Just consider the reasons you 

are using to prove your thesis, and this should help ensure that the thesis and topic sentences 

align. 

 

Ambiguity #3:  I should have added more supporting evidence. 

Use of supporting evidence is necessary in academic writing. Considering that use of supporting 

evidence is not optional, then integration of the supporting evidence must ensure a balanced 

video of the discussion. Determining whether the supporting evidence supports or opposes your 

argument takes time, and you should define this clearly within the essay. The following 

questions address when and where to place supporting evidence.  

 

1) What part of your paper would you need more supporting evidence? 

2) What part of the paper already lacks supporting evidence? 

3) What ideas within your paper will the supporting evidence support?  

4) Will the supporting evidence support or oppose your ideas? 

5) Will the supporting evidence support the author’s ideas? 

Understanding the role of the supporting evidence will also help you understand when and where 

to integrate that evidence. Where you place supporting evidence must be strategic and effective. 

Otherwise, you are just putting something in your paper because the instructor requires 

supporting evidence. Placement requires understanding the author’s argument and ideas and 

determining whether the argument and ideas correlate and/or support your purpose for writing. 

 

Ambiguity #4:  Therefore, my goal is to create a better thesis. 

There is no such thing as a “better thesis.” Instead, a thesis that clearly defines your purpose for 

writing is one that guides the reader throughout your paper. Each area of your paper should 

support the thesis. In other words, we should not see areas of your paper that support the thesis 

and then areas of your paper that do not or there is no indication through language that you 

present evidence as opposing the thesis. The following question should get you to think about 

how you are defining “better.” 

 

1) How do you define “better”? 
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Defining “better” is not necessary. Clarity is the key. Creating a clear, focused thesis is 

important. Writing the thesis takes time. 

 

Ambiguity #5:  I will devote whatever free time I can to scanning my paper so I can make 

sure my paper is done and done right. 

We often write the same way we talk, but in academic writing, we must structure the content and 

language to ensure the reader gains an understanding of the purpose for writing. This means that 

areas of your paper that need revision require that you address the details. If something is not 

“done right,” this means that the writing reflects a hurried strategy. In fact, the writing might 

indicate that you scrambled to complete the task. In other words, you might have drafted the 

paper overnight, and it shows up in the language and sentence construction. The following three 

areas should help you to challenge your revision process.  

• Scan 

The word “scan” has two definitions: 1) examine something in detail and 2) look through 

something quickly. Which of the two will you do to your paper? Will you do both? 

Which areas of your paper will you devote to examining something in detail? Which 

areas of your paper will you devote to looking through something quickly? 

 

• Done and done right 

The word “done” means concluded. Done right could mean that you have finished your 

paper, or it could mean that you have finished your paper and have made sure that your 

paper conforms to the requirements of the assignment. What do you want “done” and 

“done right” to mean? What do you consider your paper as representing “done”? 

• Whatever free time 

What is your base schedule? Where are you every day? How will you define your time? 

What will you do to your paper on Monday? What will be the block of time? 

• Make sure 

What does “make sure” mean to you? Can you measure how you will devote your time to 

making sure your paper is done and done right? 

Defining your revision plan requires that you understand your own time schedule. Sometimes 

revising a paper may take a day. Sometimes revising a paper may take a week. You must know, 

based on the instructor’s comments, how long it will take to revise sections or the whole paper 

and what time you can devote to ensuring you meet the requirements of the instructor, the 

assignment, and the writing task overall.  

 

Ambiguity #6: I will spend time looking through my books and looking for good quotes. 

Looking through books and looking for quotes should not be a new undertaking. This means that 

this is a general requirement, and it goes without suggesting this to the reader. The revision plan, 

thus, should outline the areas of the books, i.e., chapters, that most define for you the process of 

revising the paper.  

 



 Favors Writing Center 5 

 

FWC Copyright © 2011-2021 Regina Y. Favors. All Rights Reserved. 

Looking through the books takes considerable time when you are entering the revising process. 

Instead, you should know the parts of the books that work best for your paper. In other words, 

you should have read the books prior to drafting the paper to then know the parts that work best 

for revising the paper. The following questions require you to think about the suitability of the 

supporting evidence, to think about your reading and pre-writing processes, and to pace yourself 

when considering the quotes you will use within your paper.  

 

1) How will you “look” through your books?  

2) Will you just pick up your book and “look” through it?  

3) What will you use to guide this activity? A quote? An idea? 

4) What does “good” mean? Does good mean suitable? Will you look for suitable or appropriate 

quotes?  

Permit time to review supporting evidence before writing because when you must revise your 

paper, you do not always have time to reread the books required for the essay. The previous 

outlines you create from reading the materials will save you time when revision is necessary.  

 

Ambiguity #7: So, this time I will go over my paper for any mistakes. My paper will be 

ready by Monday to turn it in on Wednesday. 

Outlining the mistakes you have made within your paper will require you to review the 

instructor’s feedback. You may know and understand your mistakes, but if the instructor requires 

you to revise areas of your paper, then focus on the mistakes the instructor highlights, review the 

direction the instructor provides, and then revise the paper based on those mistakes and the 

feedback. This means that your revision plan must consider time as a factor. The following 

questions address the need to define your mistakes and address them appropriately. 

• Go over 

1) What does this mean? 2) When you “go over” will you perform this activity with the 

purpose in mind to revise sections of your paper? 

• Mistakes 

What type of mistakes will you search for? Grammar? Unclear thesis? Supporting 

evidence?  

• Ready 

Does “ready” mean “done” or “done right” or both?  

Determining the types of mistakes will focus your revision efforts and preserve the time 

necessary to address other areas of your paper before re-submission. 

 

Conclusion 

These are questions you should consider as you develop a revision plan for your own essays. As 

you continue to address the ambiguity within your essays, consider the following checklist. It 
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offers steps to help you determine if your thesis, topic sentence, or any other statement within 

your paper is ambiguous or has multiple instances of ambiguity. 

 

Revision Consideration  

✓ Construct a thesis that is attainable, measurable, and clear from ambiguity. 

✓ Since the author is not ambiguous, your thesis should not be ambiguous. Do what the 

author does. 

✓ Preserve the intent of the author. Accurately convey the author’s viewpoints.  

✓ Reconfigure the topic sentence so that it complements the ideas expressed within the 

direct quotes. Be careful when using such words as “among” and “between.” 

✓ Make sharper distinctions between what happens first, second, third, and last by using 

these words. When the author does not provide wording that reflects time and 

chronology, within your essay you must provide the time-specific words to guide the 

reader. 

✓ Leave no room for uncertainty. Check each word you write. Even small words such as 

“scan” and “look” and “done” can mean two or three different things.  
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You can find our products on the following social media sites. Thank you for visiting our sites. 
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